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Keen for a getaway
that won't break
the bank?
The AUTSA Lodge at Tongariro National Park is
available at rock bottom prices for AUT students.
It sleeps up to 12 people!

Book your getaway now!

www.autsa.org.nz/the-lodge
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Wow, last issue.
The year has flown by. So, perhaps I should give a quick recount. We started the uni year under Covid
restrictions, but here we all are back on campus. It’s nice to see everyone’s faces again.
Publishing this final issue is bittersweet, but I hope you’ve all enjoyed Debate these past few
months. I strongly encourage all of you to get involved next year. We’re on level 7 of WG, so come by
for a chat! If you have trouble finding us, there is usually loud music accompanied by your resident
moustachioed editor.
This year, Debate got a new editor (me), designer (Charlie) and feature writer (Liam). I think we
make a pretty good team. We also have a brilliant associate editor Viv, amazing illustrator Yi and
Zainab managing our socials. And of course, our quick-witted news team of Justin and David keeping you
informed on issues in and around campus. We are sadly saying farewell to our lifestyle and culture
writer, Briar, who I’m sure will be moving on to some very exciting things. Keep an eye out!
Outside of Debate, The Queen just died (another one bites the dust) and pretty soon there will be a
new mayor of Tāmaki Makaurau. Let’s hope it’s not another old white guy. Nothing against you, Phil!
We appreciate everything you’ve done. Thanks for getting the City Rail Link underway. I hope we get
to see it while we’re all still living here. That could be wishful thinking, but that’s the nature of
local government: slow, and not so steady… But at least a homophobe isn’t running our city.
It’s strange doing a year-in-review in September, but it does feel like things are coming to a close.
I’m writing this surrounded by boxes, because I’m moving flats. I’ll save that story for another time but it involves a diss track, a stealth mission and some very helpful friends and whānau.
I also graduated the other week, walking the stage of Spark Arena in my dad’s chalk-stripe suit, with
the gold tie he got married in to match my regalia. That’ll be all of you soon! The ceremony summed
up studying during Covid. Our graduation was delayed, so it was the best part of a year since I last
saw many of my classmates. We had class together every day for three years, then we went our separate
ways. It’s great to see everyone thriving, especially after a rough couple of years in lockdown. So, I
shook the Chancellor’s hand, accepted my very expensive parchment paper and cheered as my mates walked
across the stage. My mum even bought me an AUT-themed teddy. I would like to thank my journalism
tutors Richard, Greg and Louise for all your help and encouragement – if it weren’t for you, I would
not be in this job right now.
We chose the theme ‘Travel’ for this final
issue as we say farewell to the 2022 academic
year. Some of you will have done your dash
with AUT – to you, we say goodbye and best
of luck. We AUT grads always end up doing
something interesting. For those of you
returning for more study: enjoy your break,
stay safe and see you in the New Year.
Travel was non-existent for a long time, at
least in the sense that we’d come to know it.
However, it made us appreciate and explore the
beautiful natural environment of Aotearoa.
This summer, I hope you enjoy the Road to
Rhythm, or however you celebrate the New Year.
I’m personally going to AUM, which is a few
hours closer, with a few more hippies, but
somehow still the same eye-watering price of
$450.
Some recurring themes in my editorials this
year have been: growing up, friendship,
breakups and drugs - with the odd rant about
bald politicians and Audi drivers to help me
let off some steam. You can probably expect
more of the same next year. Or, maybe I’ll
finally grow up over summer. I hope not.
Goodbye for now and arohanui,
Sam x
Me and my younger, but much taller brother, Jimi.
He was easy to spot after the ceremony.

NEWS

Students suggest one-off,
no-evidence extensions in survey

By Justin Hu (he/him)
A "substantial minority" of surveyed students are unhappy
with AUT's extension system, while most believe they've
been treated fairly, according to a uni-organised survey.
The results show that 63 percent of those who responded
believed they were treated fairly in staff interactions.
However, only around half believed that they received
consistent outcomes, or that they could easily find
evidence to support their applications.
Meanwhile, a "substantial minority" of at least 28 percent
of respondents said that the application process was too
difficult, or that their particular circumstance was too hard
to provide evidence for.
AUT sent the self-selecting survey to nearly 16,000
students in May. According to the university, 675 people
participated, with its results obtained by Debate.
Some who were surveyed "praised" the university's
automatic Covid-19 extensions, which had offered noevidence, five-day extensions to all students during the
2020 and 2021 lockdowns.

According to some participants, providing evidence for
mental health or bereavement had a negative impact.
Other suggestions concerned the length of extensions and
other barriers to completing the application process.
The student suggestions were "broadly consistent with
the other SCA surveys conducted when support staff and
faculty/central professional staff were asked the same
question," the report stated.
An AUT spokesperson said the survey's results would be
used to improve the SCA process and that any potential
changes would be further canvassed.
"675 students responded, which represented only
approximately 4 percent of the group invited to
participate," they said.
"The survey was the way in which the Special
Consideration Working Group sought student feedback
and gathered perceptions about the way current SCA
processes work."

Meanwhile, others suggested that changes could be made
to the special consideration application (SCA) system,
which is where AUT students can apply for extensions to
assessment deadlines.

"The Working Group found student comments in the
survey helpful to understand how students experienced
the process. The survey results were considered alongside
other kinds of information, including feedback from staff."

Some students suggested that the university should offer
a permanent one-off, no-evidence extension for students,
or that overall evidence requirements should be loosened.
Others said that there could be financial barriers to
providing evidence.

AUT said the work on improving the SCA process was
ongoing and that there would be "further discussions with
staff and students on any proposals for change."
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AUT apologises to academic after
botched harassment investigation

By Justin Hu (he/him)
AUT has formally apologised for botching an investigation
into a sexual harassment complaint made by an
academic. The apology came in late August as the
university continued implementing recommendations from
the Davenport review.
The apology was announced through a joint statement
released by the university and the Office of the Human
Rights Proceedings – which was also representing the
Australian National University academic, Marisa Paterson.
The former Australian academic said she initially made
the complaint because she wanted “harmful behaviour to
stop”.
“My desperation in lodging a formal complaint was
extreme – my career was everything to me and I knew that
making a complaint would have significant implications,”
she said.
“The independent report that was commissioned by AUT
and this apology, are public recognition that I did not
experience the appropriate or adequate response to the
harm I experienced.
Two years ago, Paterson had complained and alleged a
senior member of the university’s senior leadership team
had sexually harassed and stalked her for several years.

66

“In addition to the sexual harassment, the harm that
is imposed on an individual to fight an institution for
an adequate response, in public, is significant. I have
suffered long-term distress and implications from what
I experienced and what I had to do to seek justice and
resolution,” Patterson said in the statement.
AUT chancellor Rob Campbell apologised on behalf of
the university and said the original investigation “failed
to recognise and reflect the very sensitive and serious
nature” of her complaint.
“We would also like to recognise your courage in coming
forward, and to thank you for providing the opportunity
for AUT to learn from this and initiate a process of
culture change which we are confident will improve
the experience of people learning and working in the
university. We hope that our actions will be viewed as
reflecting a survivor-centred approach and positive shift in
institutional culture.”
In 2020, reporting by Stuff’s Alison Mau sent shockwaves
through the university after AUT was accused of
mishandling allegations of harassment among senior
leadership. Mau’s articles eventually led to the resignation
of two deputy vice-chancellors (there were six in total) and
the commissioning of an external review.

NEWS
The review concluded with the university accepting 36
recommendations to improve its internal systems. Reviewer
Kate Davenport, KC found AUT did not have an ongoing
issue of sexual harassment among staff, but there had
been a culture of bullying, and many of its dispute systems
were inadequate.
The report did not find a significant issue with how the
university handled cases of student harassment and
bullying. However, Davenport recommended all students
should be mandated to take a training module on
appropriate behaviour and consent following anecdotal
student reports of misconduct in halls of residences.
According to a report to the AUT Council, the programme’s
rollout has begun in student accommodation this year.
Other recommendations included completing its first
standalone sexual harassment policy document and
establishing an Office of Complaint Resolution for staff.
In its first six months, AUT’s new independent Employee
Advisory and Resolution Service closed 37 out of 97 cases
which it had opened.
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Youth voter turnout in local elections
remains low - less than a third

By David Williams (he/him)
Many young people are not participating in local
elections, with less than a third voting in 2019.
Only between 20 and 30 percent of people aged 18-24
voted in the last local elections.
Meanwhile, 61 percent of those aged 76-80 did vote.
Debate spoke to three groups of first year AUT students,
and the consensus was uniform: they don’t plan on voting
in this year’s coming elections.
One first year occupational therapy student didn’t
know there were local elections or mayoral elections
happening.
“I need to pay a bit more attention.”
Another first year student knew about the local elections,
but wasn't enrolled or planning to vote.
“I didn’t know it was a thing.”

We want lots of people's views represented and if you look
at the challenges we have around climate change, it's
young people that are leading the charge.”
Local Government New Zealand says local elections aren’t
just for ratepayers.
Chief Executive Susan Freeman-Greene says, “Research
tells us that the younger you are, the less likely it is that
you’ll be voting in a local election.”
But she says voting is important and young people should
take advantage of such an opportunity.
“Local elections are a great opportunity for young voters
to capitalise on that momentum by having a say on who
best represents them.”
Voters should have already received their papers.

Moreover, three first-year business students weren’t
interested in politics at all.

If voters miss the postal cut off, which is the 4th of October,
they can still pop their vote into one of the many ballot
boxes up and down the country by midday 8th October.

“There are too many problems, we don’t have time for
that.”

They can be found in public places such as supermarkets,
council buildings and libraries.

Auckland mayoral candidate Efeso Collins told Debate
earlier this year that this is often what local politics is like.

Former civil rights leader John Lewis says, “The vote is
precious. It is the most powerful non-violent tool we have
in a democratic society, and we must use it.”

“It's the gentle voices that are often on the margins that
we need to make specific efforts to reach. If you look at
the data - if you are younger, browner, poorer, you tend
not to vote,” he says.
“The wealthier you are, if you've got stable housing, then
you tend to vote. And there's a huge discrepancy there.”
Collins says young people need to vote if they want to
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shape the future of their city.

Visit Auckland Council’s local election webpage to learn
more about your local candidates, how you can vote and
where you can drop your ballots.

Open letter: The New Zealand government
does not care about students
By Sara Youssef, AUT student president
As the student president at AUT, do I think the
government, who are supposed to be ‘by the people,
for the people’, care about students, the future of
Aotearoa? Absolutely not!
We are dying for your help. How dare you neglect
us - our wellbeings, our futures? I am incredibly
concerned about students’ wellbeing and living
conditions, which ultimately impact their academic
performance. Two-thirds of us are living in poverty,
struggling to get by, cannot afford rent, food, bills,
clothing and other necessities. Some of us have to
skip class because we can’t afford transport. You
say you care about minorities, but guess what?
Māori, Pasifika and disabled make up the majority of
students living in poverty.
The current funding system is insufficient because
the government provides funding for every
‘equivalent full-time student’, regardless of their
background. It does not take into account whether
a student is struggling with their mental health, has
a disability, is the first in their family to study, came
from a decile one school, or has nowhere to live.
The government gives the exact same funding to
someone who is wealthy, comes from a decile 10
school or owns five rental properties. Bear in mind,
international students are not even in this model. It is
obvious they do not care about us.

Do not even get me started on student associations.
Our funding is being held hostage by universities
and can be cut at their discretion, due to the
2011 legislation which made student association
membership voluntary. Our primary source of
income is threatened - and by default, so is our
capacity to represent students. This will inevitably
cause the student's voice to deteriorate over time.
You, the government, introduced Code of Pastoral
Care to support student wellbeing, yet you're unable
to meet your own policy. What a joke. If you say you
care about the future, invest in us! Give us what we
need: affordable healthy homes, increased student
allowances, free public transport and rent controls.
Give us back our voice! Bring back the universal
student allowance. Show us your commitments
and obligations that do not currently exist in a
meaningful way. And to the Minister of Education
Chris Hipkins, the government and MPs: why do you
not care? It’s time to keep your word and stop giving
us broken promises.

What's Happening with the Dunedin Sound?
Understanding Regional Music Scenes of Aotearoa

Whenever I hyperfixate on a new town or city that I’m desperate to
move to in a bid to leave Auckland, the first step on my agenda is to
chuck on a curated playlist that throws me neck deep into that area's
local musical scene. Playing musical cartography is a fascinating and
invaluable way to understand an area’s culture and the development
of its inhabitants. And it’s no different when it comes to looking at
different New Zealand cities. Think about the way you can take a city
like Ōtepoti Dunedin and listen through its archives. I reckon you’ll
find an ability to pinpoint the cultural turning points and changes of
a particular city solely through the mood, textures, and lyrics of the
area’s musical community… right?
Can you really hear where a band is from through their music
in Aotearoa New Zealand, or is the Dunedin Sound stuck to the
southern studentville only by namesake?
Trying to understand and succinctly explain the musical history of
Aotearoa is borderline impossible. An attempt to do so would be
akin to me trying to explain the impact of Radiohead but only having
the space to discuss Creep. There is A LOT to cover (if you’re really
curious, most of it is available to learn about on audioculture.co.nz),
and that's mostly because New Zealand music punches greatly above
its weight. We produce a lot of music, and most of it is pretty dang
good. But we’re also a small country, meaning our musical community
is forced to stick together and support each other.

We produce a lot of music, and most of it is
pretty dang good. But we’re also a small country,
meaning our musical community is forced to
stick together and support each other.

It’s all just one big weird fused monster, consisting of artists and
cities that make up the general image of “New Zealand Music”. Our
“national sound” is so broad and eclectic that, at the end of the day,
it only really shares the core uniting features of a shared location,
ethos and vibe.

10

To really understand whether or not regional scenes differ from each
other, you need to have an open mind, a little historical knowledge,
and a fuck tonne of time to spend listening to and combing through
the musical library of Aotearoa. Thankfully, 95bFM Breakfast host,
Rachel Ashby, has done all that and more since it’s, ya know, her job.
So I went ahead and asked her: Do New Zealand's various regional
music scenes really even exist?
“Yeah, sort of.”
She reckons they do, but with a lot of overlap between each other.
Not to mention strange, surprising historical factors that have formed
scenes into what they are now. Waves of subgenres have hit certain
areas in New Zealand at random and unexpected times throughout
history, including ones I had no idea about. Turns out there’s a
burgeoning doom scene in Thames and the Coromandel! Kirikiriroa
Hamilton has a long standing straight-edge hardcore scene! And did
you know that, over the past decade, Palmerston North has been
incredibly important for the emo scene? Not to mention reggae in
Northland, Tāmaki Makaurau’s experimental hip hop, and the impact
of the Pātea Māori Club. “There’s all these pockets of sound that are
all kind of linked together in one big, massive web.” These scenes
often pop up naturally - for instance, a lot of music from Pōneke
Wellington is jazz-infused, largely because the nation's biggest jazz
school is based in the capital.
What’s more, historical events can easily change the tide of a city’s
sounds. Having grown up in the midst of an earthquake-hit Ōtautahi
Christchurch, Rachel saw first-hand the way the city and parts of
Canterbury as a whole changed as a result of the disaster. “Back in
the ’90s Liquid DnB was Christchurch’s real DNA”. However, “postearthquake Christchurch saw people come together in a way they
never had before. And I think music was a big part of helping the
morale of that situation - it was a very shitty, scary, weird time.” With
all that being said, one of the areas most affected by the earthquakes
was Lyttelton, which happens to be an area where some of the most
prolific folk-adjacent artists from Aotearoa came from. The likes of
Marlon Williams, Reb Fountain, Aldous Harding etc “It was literally
cut off from the rest of Christchurch because the tunnel was closed,
and you couldn't go over the hill.

WORDS Liam Hansen (he/they)

There were two weeks where there was no easy access between town
and Lyttelton, and from what I've heard, it was one enormous pissup.” Basically, that time spent together and the major community
unity positively impacted the city and its music scene, catapulting
both Lyttelton and Christchurch into the musical powerhouses they
are today.
However, segmenting groups and genres into specific areas runs a
real risk of losing important nuance. When taking a look at regional
scenes in New Zealand, there’s really no bigger shining example
than the aforementioned “Dunedin Sound”. The jangly, reverb-heavy,
psychedelic noise coming out of Flying Nun in the 1980s.
Bands like The Chills, Straitjacket Fits, Chris Knox, and The Clean
have influenced artists overseas like Pavement and R.E.M, becoming
a cultural imprint on our nation’s musical history. However,
this genre's ties to the student city have become progressively
questioned over the past forty years - many bands that would fit
incredibly well into the genre are based in other areas, and Flying Nun
itself formed in Christchurch. These days, bands like Soaked Oats
and Marlin's Dreaming have been at the forefront of a newer, surf rock
style stemming from the student pub culture down south, and groups
like Night Lunch are gravitating towards heavier sonic landscapes
of borderline insanity. However, the grandeur of the 1980s era of
Dunedin music has made the topic somewhat touchy - the ability to
separate yourself from it becomes harder and harder.
In Rachel's opinion, from an outside point of view, “there are
definitely still people making jangle music in Dunedin, but there
are just as many people making that sound here in Auckland and
Wellington. People just aren't looking at it with the same lens - cause
when you incorporate jangle guitar whilst being from Dunedin, people
immediately go 'Aha! You’re doing the Dunedin Sound!'”

One of the issues with excessive focus on the past rather than
the present is that it takes the spotlight away from the fact that
underground music communities are currently struggling. Just last
month, protests took place in Ōtepoti over the development of a new
apartment complex next to The Crown Hotel, which is one of the very
few gig venues still standing in the city. The development would force
noise complaints onto the concert house and would see its ability
to remain a safe haven for loud music killed off. “It's no secret that
venues are having a hard time at the moment across the country,
even in big cities like Auckland. It's not an easy time for the music
scene.”
With all that being said, Aotearoa's regional and wider music
communities will always continue chugging along. Underground
music spaces are built around strong, tightly knit communities, and
institutions like 95bFM are a fantastic example of how volunteerbased group work and support can help artists and creatives grow
and thrive. The station, in of itself, is a part of the wider Student
Radio Network which combines independent student radio from
around the motū to create new events that help small New Zealand
artists grow. This is just a tiny example of the wide world that New
Zealand music has to offer, whilst simultaneously showcasing how
easy it is to get involved with the scene! Simply by volunteering,
attending local gigs and supporting venues. I mean, shit, in the end
the power of the protests against the development near The Crown
Hotel in Dunedin saw the city council agree to review local planning
rules around inner-city noise.
So to answer my first question: towns in Aotearoa do have their own
little niches. But more importantly, they all still come together to
form an absolute juggernaut in the international music industry. As
Rachel says, “yes, cities matter, but people matter more.”

“There are definitely still people making
jangle music in Dunedin, but there are just
as many people making that sound here in
Auckland and Wellington. People just aren't
looking at it with the same lens - cause when
you incorporate jangle guitar whilst being
from Dunedin, people immediately go 'Aha!
You’re doing the Dunedin Sound!'”
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By Thomas Giblin (he/him)

Tāmaki Makaurau & Sydney A Tale of Two Cities

The Beginning
Last weekend the Wallabies suffered a humiliating defeat to the All Blacks
at Eden Park. Less than 12 hours later, the All Whites lost to the Socceroos
on the very same field. These games are fuelled by this trans-Tasman
rivalry. But whether you’re a sports fan or not, they do not address the
age-old debate: which is the better city, Tāmaki Makaurau, or Sydney?
If you browse the internet, you will find countless articles arguing the pros
and cons of each city, but none give a definitive answer. Thankfully, this
writer, a budding Paul Theroux, will attempt to provide one for you by
breaking down the issues that matter. I've spent sixteen years in Tāmaki
Makaurau and six days in Sydney, so I'm more than qualified to investigate
this issue.
My trip to Sydney makes up for all the times I had to watch my classmates
flex their holidays in Fiji on Snapchat. After each school holiday, I told
them I'd been overseas, even though the furthest I'd travelled was across
the harbour bridge. I should also mention that if Flight Centre or any other
travel company wants to pay me and my editor Sam to become travel
bloggers who review 5-star resorts, drink cocktails and go swimming while
the sun sets - we will happily take your money.
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Museum of Contemporary Art Australia:

spectacular location, but surprisingly small.
The formation and curation of the exhibits left
me feeling disappointed, as each piece of art
has a strong identity, but it felt disconnected
as a whole. There was only one tote bag
available for purchase, but I was fortunate it
had a beautiful design adorning it.
6/10

The Coffee

The Bridge(s)
A quick Google search will reveal that
Dorman Long & Co, a now defunct Teesside
steel firm, was involved in the construction
of both the Auckland and Sydney harbour
bridges. These two feats of engineering are
uncannily similar, both in their origin and
appearance as steel monoliths. But it's hard
to ignore the stark contrast between the
two - their usability.
The Auckland Harbour Bridge, while iconic,
is at capacity and plagued by a lack of
progress. The Skypath, which received
approval for council funding and planning
consent, was never built. A second harbour
crossing is not likely to be built for decades.
Ironically, the original proposal for the
Auckland Harbour Bridge included rail lines
and walking paths.
We can only look at Sydney with envy as
their harbour bridge, in contrast, serves
as a microcosm for a transport network
that is operated with competence and
forethought. The Sydney Harbour Bridge
boasts a dedicated cycleway, pedestrianonly footpath and railway system that runs
alongside the bridge. Two sets of harbour
tunnels also alleviate congestion and
intertwine with a transport network that I
would happily sacrifice a cancelled Outer
Link bus service for. Residents also don't
have to wait days for their Opal card (Hop
card equivalent) to top up, as they can use
their contactless card or device instead.
Sydney 1 - Tāmaki Makaurau 0

If you're on TikTok (who isn't), you'll
know that earlier this year, a video of an
Australian woman complaining about a
pricey coffee order went viral on the app.
She was charged AU$8.90 (NZ$9.50) for
a latte at one of Sydney's inner-city cafes,
so when I found myself standing in front of
an independent micro-roastery pining for
an iced oat milk latte, I was prepared for
the worst. I was charged a mind-boggling
$7.50 for an incredibly underwhelming
coffee that left me in a daze of indigestion.
I was familiar with the high prices of
coffee in Tāmaki Makaurau, but now it was
certain: I would never be able to afford a
home. At least student favourites like the
Receptionist, Remedy Coffee and Chuffed
don't make you take out a mortgage to get
a caffeine fix. Inflation, shipping and climate
change all play a part in rising coffee costs
on both sides of the ditch. But when the
price of the caffeinated lifeblood for all
students is rising to preposterous levels,
is it not another sign that the time for a
revolution has come?
Sydney 1 - Tāmaki Makaurau 1

Art Gallery of New South Wales: Arguably the
most important public gallery in Sydney
and one of the largest in Australia, this
art museum left my mouth agape. Daniel
Boyd's Treasure Island, which celebrates
the interconnected histories of First
Nations peoples, is rich in texture, history
and thought. Sol LeWitt's Affinities and
Resonances is mesmerising and when
experienced with the commissioned musical
accompaniments, it is transcendent. However,
with no tote bags available for purchase, my
visit ended on a slightly sour note.
8/10

White Rabbit Gallery: The best gallery Sydney

offers by a clear margin; it is a must for
any visitor to the city. The White Rabbit is
home to one of the world's most significant
collections of contemporary Chinese art and
it’s curated to an exceptionally high standard.
Their current exhibition, I Loved You, is an
evocative exploration of how love both turns
up in unexpected places and haunts us like a
ghost. I left with a stunning red tote bag with
"We live in a beautiful yet violent reality", a
quote from Zhao Zhao, printed on its side.

10/10

Sydney 2 - Tāmaki Makaurau 1
*This section may have been slightly biased,
but I'm easily swayed by beautiful art and pretty
tote bags.

The End
The Art
If you're reading Debate, I'm willing to
hazard a guess that you're a proud tote bag
owner. With Sydney being home to several
major art institutions, the city offers the
perfect opportunity to view world-class art
and acquire some tote bag drip (I'm using
the word ‘drip’ ironically, so please don't
send hate mail).

To say that "everything Auckland has got,
Sydney has better" is ignorant and belittles
the beauty that lies in each city. I love Tāmaki
Makaurau and now I love Sydney too. But
spending six days away from Tāmaki has
made the heart grow fonder. Yes, travel is
for the soul, but the soul often returns to
the comfort of home. I was lucky enough to
call the suburbs of Coogee, Randwick and
Maroubra home for a few days, but my home
is Tāmaki Makaurau, forever and always.
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AUTSA BALL 2022
SAT 8 OCT 22 • AUCKLAND TOWN HALL • R18
EARLYBIRD AUT $60 • AUT GENERAL $70
PUBLIC GENERAL $80 • TICKETS AT EVENTFINDA.CO.NZ
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I miss you, Pukaki.
A love letter to childhood memories and days spent with friends
By Joel Armstrong (he/they)

I miss playing footy on that small patch of field adjacent to the bach.
Except, it wasn’t our bach, it was a family friend's. Still, it was home. We
would play for hours, sweating under the beating sun as it stung at our
arms and faces. We would play with a lot of the other kids who visited the
area in the summer, some of whom I can’t even remember the faces of.
Prickles would jab at our feet, but we didn’t care too much.
I miss riding my bike to the local dairy to grab a hefty bag of lollies. We
always took the same route around the lake, which took us along a gravel
path that led right to the dairy. We never swam in the lake (that shit was
gross) but honestly, it was tempting. When we got to the dairy we would
immediately be ambushed by a white, stale fan that surely hadn’t been
changed since the late 90s. We would go to the counter and choose a
bunch of lollies that they would then lump into a bag. I hope that’s still a
thing.

Aerial view of Cooks Beach / Pukaki. 4 March 1959
Source: Alexander Turnbull Library

I miss swimming across the Purangi River to the tree on the other side.
Swimming across the river was always a challenge, not because it was a
challenging swim, but more because I wasn’t the most energetic 10-yearold. The tree was super sketchy and would shadow a bunch of rocks. One
slip and it would all be over. But at 10 we were dumb as fuck and honestly
didn’t care too much. We would scoot across the thick branch, extra
cautious not to slip, towards the tip of the branch. Oh boy, would it sway.
The jump into the river was worth it though.
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I miss sleeping in the tent and caravan. There was never enough room
in the bach itself, so they would just chuck us kids outside. I remember
one particular night when there was a massive thunderstorm. In the
tent we were excited, but a little anxious. In a sense, it was also cosy too.
I remember bringing my Nintendo DS to play Mario Party. I remember
seeing my first shooting star. Despite being a relatively new addition,
the caravan was so run-down it looked like it came straight out of the
70s - it was surprisingly comfy though. But, waking up in my sleeping bag
drenched in sweat, sunlight beaming through the windows splashing onto
my face, and feeling like I’m being cooked alive won’t be a feeling I’ll miss
too much.
I miss the bach itself. With its broad deck that wrapped around the whole
building and the outside shower that always had cold water that, even
during the hottest days of January, would send you into shock. I even miss
the flooring in the lounge that was so sturdy your bare feet would audibly
clap against the surface of it. The ripped couches, the sand that would
never find its way off the ground, the hidden away bedrooms that were
reserved only for the parents…. I miss all of it.
It's been too long, Pukaki.
But I’m afraid it will never be the same anymore. The bach was sold a
couple of years ago. But even in the years before then, I wasn’t fortunate
enough to get time off work to come and visit you.
It’s been four years, Pukaki.
I hope you haven’t changed too much. I’m scared you have. I haven’t seen
you since 2018 and have been longing to drive along Purangi Road, with the
coast slowly encroaching around the twists and turns of the long, winding
road. It was always so exciting, awaiting that view with every corner we
turned. I can’t wait.
I can’t wait to see you again, Pukaki. Hopefully, it won’t be too long now.
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1. Yellowstone National Park

Hello again, lovelies! It’s your favourite part-time
columnist and full-time traveller, Cornelia Cadaver! For those who don’t know me, I’m a self-made
businesswoman who takes notes from the classical
ways of Turkic and Mongolian nomads: having no
permanent home and a mission to rest my head in
every five-star hotel in the universe! I’ve seen it all, I
tell it like it is and do what needs to be done (the art
of travel writing) - and I’ve done so for millennia. If
there’s anyone that knows what needs to be on your
bucket list, it’s me hun’!

Yellowstone doesn't just have spectacular cliffs,
canyons, geysers, waterfalls and a dormant
supervolcano (how thrilling!) - it has history. Back in
1872, US President Ulysses S. Grant oversaw the federal
protection of Yellowstone, creating the nation's first
national park! As a result, it’s just as gorgeous now as
it was 150 years ago, where there were ‘no inhabitants’
and the area was left alone. Well, aside from the 27
Native American tribes who were there for 11,000 years.
That handover was probably peaceful, don't worry!

2. The Archibaldt Historic Mansion
The billionaire Archibaldt family were generous
philanthropists, funding historic statues
and memorial sites for their ancestors. The
massive fortune of the Archibaldt’s is reflected
in their magnificent heritage mansion, which
has been respectfully left uninhabited after
the family’s bloodline ended. There’s a great
true crime documentary about the murders
in that house! Can you believe that people
want to tear it down, just to make space for
cheap apartments? How ugly! They’re probably
the same killjoys who claim that the family's
donations were “A waste of money” and that it
“Honours colonists who committed genocide”.
Everyone makes mistakes!
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3. The Ancient Tombs of Egypt
The breathtaking Egyptian pyramids are not only
filled with history, but also mystery. It’s impossible
to figure out just how they did it! There are theories
that aliens were responsible; my suspicion is that
it was my great aunt Einya - she always had a thing
for triangles. That being said, the true purpose of
the Pyramids and their surrounding tombs was to
give their pharaohs a proper resting place and to
preserve their bodies. I believe the way Egyptians
honoured the dead is beautiful. Not to mention, they
worshipped cats. Just like me - Hah, I’m so kooky!

4. Slartivart
The planet of Slartivart isn’t just technologically advanced,
it’s also got the best party culture in its universe! What? Just
because I’m an old woman you don’t think I can party? Come on
honey, I’ve been around for a lot longer than you. And trust me,
I’ve been around. Back in the day, I nearly shot myself with a
group of urine-inhaling Slartivartians! That’s probably too much
for the modern snowflake generation to handle. But, if you’re
like me and don’t play by the rules, you should check it out
before you die! Of course the planet is a bit hard to get to now,
since it was destroyed by a black hole during my work-do. But
everyone has a time machine these days, right?

5. Carl's Jr (in purgatory)
Even though I love fine dining on my travels, there’s
always something special about stopping at a humble
Carl’s Jr after a hard day’s work. It’s fascinating to
see how the other half lives, getting by with such
frugal spending. It won’t be the best meal you’ve ever
had, but it’s honest and it’s probably your only option
while awaiting your fate. Nothing fits the mood of
existential reflection while you sit in the void like a
Memphis BBQ Big Chicken Double All Star Meal (use
my code ‘CONNIE10’ on their website for a discount!)

That’s all, ladies! If I were you, I would empty your savings and book a
flight to these locations before it’s too late! You never know, death could
be around the corner…
Read more about these locations in my new book: ‘1000 Places to
visit before you die in a car crash on Cobham Bridge, State Highway 1,
Waikato on November 22nd, 2022 37°48′20″S 175°17′42″E. On shelves
now at Whitcoulls!
Stay crafty with Connie's Corner!

Mum, forever my road trip buddy and muse
Story by Briar Pomana (she/her)
Illustrations by Yi Jong (she/they)
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I’m my mum’s passenger princess. She travels lots
for work and I’m on a mission to find the best fried
chicken and chips in rural NZ. We make an excellent
team. Our journeys tend to begin the night before.
She’ll pick me up from my flat with my bag packed
to the brim. She hates the way my second-hand gym
bag squeaks under the pressure. Heading back to her
house, I lie on her bed as she lazily packs her flash
overnight mini-suitcase. Her bag is bright orange so
she isn’t worried it’ll go walkies on her. Mum does her
job reminding me of our schedule and what time she
suggests I rise from my sleeping chambers, which is
usually her mint green couch.
The morning is a whirlwind. For some reason, I’m
playing music at 5am and my mum is rightfully telling
me to fuck up. Bags are rolled by the door and bottles
of water are pulled from the fridge. Mum likes to travel
as early as possible, so we are almost always out the
door by 6am. Being up early enough in Auckland when
you can dance along the motorway is like slicing butter
with a hot knife - you become one with the inner city.
Our travelling traditions consist of Mum and I stopping
at the bakery on Mahia Road in Manurewa and
getting a snack box with a Live+ drink. I always make
Mum go inside and get it because they just seem to
make it better when she’s the one that orders it. Near
the Bombay Hills, we crack open our drinks and do
this weird rejuvenation ritual after the first sip. It’s an
extremely unhealthy energy drink and is probably
tearing our guts up, but it feels like a boost - so it’s
become a staple on our journeys.

Mum and I can talk for hours and these trips are perfect
for that reason. I rarely fall asleep as passengers tend
to be infamous for, just because my mum is too bloody
funny and interesting for me to ever tire of her. We talk
about our childhoods, people we’ve lost, our future
plans, our jobs, our family, our gods - the list really goes
on. As we avoid potholes and dodgy detours, Mum and
I cry, laugh and sit in silence comfortably. Sometimes
we call Mum’s mum, my Nanny, and play our parts in
what has now become a three-woman show in which
the same lines are read and performed every time. The
tie between this specific line of whakapapa is funny and
endlessly interesting to me - our laughs fit comfortably
together in sync.
We have a running joke that we judge small towns off
their toilets and how attractive we find the townsfolk.
So far we’re brutally let down every time. Nevertheless,
it’s a fun game to play as we do the frantic fast walk
through playground car parks and gas stations. I’ve
become somewhat of a DJ when it comes to controlling
the bluetooth situation in Mum’s truck. It’s a 2021
model so the tech is pretty flash, yet absolutely brutal
if you don’t approach its system with humility and
the understanding that we as humans are by far the
inferior - particularly when Mum is answering calls
from her two differently branded phones. These
lessons have prepared me immensely as I navigate my
office buildings, printers and security practices.
The other things I’ve learnt about my mum on our car
trips cannot be measured in everyday terms. My life
has been profoundly shaped by the conversations
shared with my mother in her car hurtling at 100kmplus speeds. There have been moments of triumph,
regret, grief, reconciliation, but mostly joy. Our
relationship is defined by these moments and I can’t
help but feel pride in this. Our connection is something
that has been passed down through generations, and
it’s a project we have committed to for life. The journey
of mother and daughter is one of the most complex in
existence. My mum is the love of my life and the only
person I am equally terrified and inspired by. My only
hope is that our chats in her car on our way to strange
places never end.
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Want to see your
work in debate?
We are always looking
for writers, artists, and
photographers. Get involved!

Head to:

www.debatemag.com/contribute

TAKE YOUR pick of

I

summer jobs
jobs.picknz.co.nz
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Debate Photobook
For the final issue of the year, the Debate team decided to compile our favourite photos
we’ve taken on our travels. These images span from the Deep South of Aotearoa, to the
dunes of the Sahara Desert; from the busy streets of Havana, to home in the Philippines.
We hope they inspire you to dust off your film camera like we did. Or, go buy one from your
local op-shop. With daylight savings, the sun is on our side and it’s the perfect opportunity
to get shooting.

Reid McLeay
(he/him)
Walking is an underrated form of transport.
We have so much to see in Aotearoa and
the slow pace gives time to take it all in.
These images are a reminder for us to go for
a wander - and to stop and enjoy the view
every now and then.
@reidmcleay
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Charlie Ratahi McFarland
(she/her)
This collection of photos were taken on my trip around Morocco with
my sweet pal, Eliza - in the late euro summer of 2018. I was living
in London at the time and came across a film camera in my local
charity shop for 16 quid. London made me broke. So, I cherished every
negative in that roll of film. I took my time and made sure each snap
was worth it. I think being dirt poor made me a better photographer.
Silver linings!
Clockwise from right: a souk in Fez, Essaouira, Atlas Mountains behind
Marrakech, Chefchaouen, Simon and the Sahara Desert
@charlie.ratahi
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Joma Buenaobra
(he/him)
Visiting my home was the perfect way to enter a post-lockdown
world. Where is home, though? No, not little ol’ Te Whanganui-a-Tara,
the city of severely overpriced coffee and vintage stores. It’s the
Philippines, a place that’s been on my bucket list for nearly a decade.
But it’s more than that - the Philippines has always been the basis of
my culture. It is a special experience to spend your formative years in
Wellington. For one, you develop a superiority complex (we are more
special!) But, I didn’t develop a connection to my cultural identity. I
wish that I experienced Filipino culture by growing up there. But that
goes without saying for anyone who has made a home away from
home. Returning to my birthplace after ten years was a refreshing
experience - and one that I didn’t realise I needed. Enjoy these photos.
I hope you can feel the same sentiment by viewing the Philippines
through my lens.
@j0m4__
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Sam Clark
(he/him)
I was lucky enough to have travelled to Cuba via the United States in
early 2019. That summer I bought my first camera, a Pentax Spotmatic.
I was determined to learn how to use it, so I ended up shooting three
rolls of film while I was there. These are my favourite shots from that
trip.
The two below were shot in Miami, Florida - a city filled with neon lights
and a constant stream of cruise ships. The art deco architecture was
great and it was an interesting place to stop for a night.
The other three were taken in Havana, Cuba - which is and might always
be my favourite place I’ve ever been. It’s a beautiful city with a vibrant
culture. You can walk around for hours, losing track of time without the
distractions of social media.
@samsgra.m
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WHAT'S ON

2022 - 2023

CLUB

Crushes Social Club
Karangahape Road

September 18th - November 30th

WHAT'S ON

WHAT'S ON

WHAT'S ON

Free!

Crushes, everyone’s favourite NZ handmade &
vintage store, has launched their brand new
Social Club! Here’s some highlights for the
coming months:
- Bead Jewellery Workshop
Saturday, October 8th
- Halloween Party @ Soap! Friday,
October 28th
- Christmas Soiree!
Wednesday November 30th

MUSIC FESTIVAL

The Others Way
Karangahape Road

Saturday, October 22nd
$100

Karangahape Road’s flagship boutique
music festival, inspired by SXSW. Many
venues across Karangahape will be open,
with wristband entry.
Featuring: Nadia Red, Steve Gunn,
Anothonie Tonnon, Dance Exponents,
Julien Dyne, Vanessa Worm, Earth Tongue
and many more!

AKL - TĀMAKI MAKAURAU

Auckland Diwali Festival

WHAT'S ON

FESTIVAL

Aotea Square

October 8th-9th
Free!

Diwali is an ancient Indian festival
celebrated throughout the subcontinent. It
signifies the triumph of light over darkness,
good over evil and the renewal of life.

Te Matatini Herenga
Waka Herenga Tangata
National Kapa Haka Festival 2023
Ngā Ana Wai / Eden Park

WHAT'S ON

PERFORMANCE FESTIVAL

WHAT'S ON

The biggest Indian cultural festival in
Aotearoa. Experience the sights, sounds,
flavours and colours of India.

Feburary 22nd - 25th 2023

$40 One day, $120 Four days,
$300 4 days, best seats
Te Matatini is back for 2023!

In a different city each time, this
event is in the heart of Tāmaki
Makaurau, Eden Park.

WHAT'S ON

Held every two years, Te Matatini is one
of the most highly anticipated events
for performers, whānau and Kapa Haka
fans the world over.
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OCT 2022 - JAN 2023
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TĀMAKI MAKAURAU - AKL

Outlier Festival 2022

Community Garden: DJ Plead

Mild Orange

Where? Whammy Bar | Backroom | Artspace | Auckland
Unitarian Church
When? Friday October 7th Sunday October 9th
Cost? $50 Festival Pass

Where? Whammy Bar
When? Saturday, October 15th
Cost? $40

Where? Hollywood Avondale
When? Friday, October 28th
Cost? $50

Lawrence Arabia

Princess Chelsea

Where? Point Chevalier RSA
When? Friday, December 9th
Cost? $35

Where? The Powerstation
When? Saturday, December 10th
Cost? $41.75

Marlon Williams
Where? Civic Theatre
When? Friday, January 20th
Cost? $59-$89
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